wa” DESCENDENTS 


The Descendents played in St.Louis at Turner's Hall on Tuesday August 12th with Beef- 
eater and a couple local bands. Before the show I spoke with Milo Aukerman outside by 
their van and he said they'd be willing to do an interview after the show. During the 
show there was a clash outside between some ‘skins and.local hicks in a pickup truck. 

“ Supposedly one of the hicks found an abandoned street sign and began whacking a couple 
skins over: the head with it. Words, fists, and bricks were exchanged by the two sides 
and by the time St. Louis' finest arrived, most of the people involved had split, so 
the cops left with only one prisoner, a kid who had kicked a couple bricks off of 
Turner's outside wall with his combat boots and then hurled them at the hicks. An 
incident like this isn't worth overlooking because it's violence such as this that is 
endangering the scene. We can 't blame the skins or anyone else for this because they 
were merely acting in self-defense. But then again, even though I was inside the hall 
and missed the incident, I still feel the confrontation could've been avoided. Any- 
way, the show itself was excellent, and the following is what was found on my cassette 
tape of the "interview" with Milo (lead singer) and Bill (drums): 


Milo: This is Bill. Say hi, Bill. 

Bill: Oh, ok, hi. 

Milo: Why don't we have these girls come over and sit with us. 
Bill: Who are these girls? Who are these people? » 

LS: That's Shannon and Rachel. 
Bill: Wow, what're they here for? 
Milo: They're just hanging out. 
Bill: I mean are they part of this? 
Milo: This is their tape recorder, is that right? 
Bill: I mean like whose girlfriends and stuff? 
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E LS: Well, they came with me. 
| Bill: Nobody's anybody's girlfriend? 
LS: I guess not. 


Bill: Oh, I was just curious. Ya know I don't wanna get married, I just wanna play a 
show and not have people Peat ang each other with street signs. That's not a lot 

| to ask, is it? 

, Milo: They can beat each other with, uh, have you ever seen those battle things, they're 

l these things that have padding all over 'em and they look like... 

Bill: OH and you wail on each other but it doesn't hurt! 

Milo: Right. Yeah, it's like a boxing glove but it's like a stick and it's got all this 
padding’... 

Bill: I was just minding my own business, pursuing the ‘affection of this 13-year old new 
wave girl, from here on out to be known as the silly girl (applause), when people 
are killing each other, so, enough said.. 

, Milo: So a lot of dirt that you washed off just got put right back on. 

à Bill: Yeah, it's not people's fault. Most of the major cinema now is about and closely 

£ dealing with that kind of macho violence. Like 99.9% of the media is illustrating, 

4 is not endorsing that**very same yiolence. So, it's like, it's what's happening, 
it's what's cool; you're supposed to do that to be cool so like girls will like 
you, you're supposed to beat each other up. 

Milo: It makes you a better person. 

LS: Maybe that's where I went wrong. 

E Bill: Yeah, that's kinda weird to me, but maybe I'm not pacho so that's like where that' s 

i at. I don't blame any kids for the violence cuz you're taught it on TV. Politi- 
cians teach you that and they control the media. The funny thing about it is 
they're promoting it in the media and in the cinema, on the radio, they're Rule 
moting it. 

Milo: Well, cops are probably just as violent if not more. 

Bill: Well, these cops here were cowards; they drove away. It's a corporation, ya know 
they promote this violence and then they throw all these kids in jail for being 
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TV-the perpetual fiddle. i 

So like, what d'ya do? 

Ya pick up a street sign and ya hit yourself over the head with it many times. 
Maybe they should just beat me up, all of them beat me up and I could just die 
and like they wouldn't have to beat anybody else up, just me. 

Yeah but that's what Jesus went for. 

Yeah, but he got it happening, right? . 

Like he died so that everyone else could live peacefully. But it didn't really 
work that well. 

So, what can ya say about that? What can ya say when like people busted that 
window to watch what was going on? 

But isn't that, doesn't that go along like way-way many years back if you could 
pick up a stick and kill the other person then therefore you could get what 
society deemed the things you needed to succeed, things you needed to survive 
which, whatever that may be, ya know it seems kinda stupid to pick up a sign and 
club someone over the head just to say that you're better than the other person 
but many years ago if you could hit someone over the head with a club and kill 
them then you could have their thing; their meat, their woman, their possessions 
whatever. And that made you better and that made you stronger. But that doesn! 
work any more, 


See, that's stupid because the amount of energy expended in, for instance, fight- 


ing each other over let's say soméone's got some food and the other guy wants 
it--the energy that those two might expend in beating each other up and having 
one come out the winner, they could both team up and use that same energy to 
kill like a million cows or whatever it is they wanna eat. If people would just 
cooperate it's like greed destroys, it is a self-destructive thing. If ya look 
at it on a smaller level like related to your friends like how many friends do 
you have that are greedy with tHeir possessions or with their affection or with 
their time. And after a very short time you find yourself not only resenting 
them but not willing to give them any of your time or any of your possessions. 
You've learned that they're gonna always be on the take so you're gonna shut 
them off of everything you have cuz it's like give them an inch and they'll 
take a mile. So you've created an intention there and a certain amount of time 
is always being expended on each party trying to store nuts from wimps, so to 
speak. .It's like greed equals poverty. Greed equals evil. Greed equals in- 
security. Like rich people that have tons of acres of everything, a lot of 
people will try to take that stuff from them, and they'll spend the rest of 
their life trying to hold on to it. Being it in the form of taxes, burglery, 
bribery, lawsuits. It's like you spend half your life accumulating goods that 
you spend the last half trying to hold on to them until you just give them away 
in your will anyway.” 

And the people who are trying to take away from you are just as greedy because 
they see you as a target, they see you as nothing more than a source of cash 
for them. If you wanted to get money, who would you get it from? You'd want 
to get it from the richest man in the world cuz he has the most of it. So 
they're the biggest targets. So no one is really safe from this kind of greed, 
it's like the poor man looks at the rich man and says I want his money. So 
greed is all over the place. O.K. Next question. 

Moving on to the show tonight; how do think the people were responding to you? 
I didn't understand the crowd that well. The crowd seemed like they were a 
little too drunk. It wan't quite working. We were on this really high level of 
intensity and everyone else was like burning out on the weekend after their jobs 
I dunno, it wasn't right. 

Well, how would you have preferred it? 

I dunno, I guess they needed to drink a couple less beers. I don't go for 
straight-edge, I'm not into that, but we were just "AAAAAHH!!" and they were 


more not able to deal with that kind of a show. Maybe they'd appreciate Journey 


more or something. 
Well, people came to shows and just kinda like, I was watching people during 
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Beefeater just kinda sitting there not even looking at the band, just kinda 
looking around. 

Yeah, they do that a lot, I've noticed. 

It all comes down to be weak... 

If you're gonna come to a show just to hang out then you're basically setting 
yourself up to be pretty fucking bored. To go to a show to just hang out is 
boring. If you go to some place like, let's go to 7-11 to hang out, I couldn't 
do that for 5 minutes, I'd be bored. And that's what some people just come to 
do, is to just come and hang out; I was looking out at the audience and seeing 
all these bored faces; they're not really there to like exchange any kind of 
energy, emotion, or communication in any way... 

True, but you have to remember, too, though, that they hava to take it all in 
first to be able to communicate at all. I mean they can't spontaneously respond 
to what you're doing, they have to take it in. 
Yeah, but that might come down to what kind of a situation was going on, for 
example, on stage, with that type .of violence that was going on, all of this 
type of stuff that would maybe alienate the crowd and start them to be isolated 
from what we're trying to communicate with them on stage, 

Yeah, it's gotta be hard to communicate with a crowd if they're not respond- 
ing. 

Yeah, I mean, if there' s distractions, like there were tonight, which was in 
the form of violence‘and stuff, that tends to distract people from what we 
really want them to do which is, I don't care if they really like us or don't 
like us, as long as they really can see what we're doing and communicate with 
us. And then there were a couple people flipping us off and saying "fuck you," 
which is you know, a form of communication which I can almost appreciate better 
than people sittin’ there looking around. The last time we played here we 
played in this basement... 

Here in St. Louis? 

Yeah, it was in the basement of New Values and people were like 2 inches from 
my nose who I could just see right in front of ne and I felt like I could really 
communicate a lot better with them than it was here. 

Do you think it's a lot better if you play in a small place like that? 

Well, I can play on a big stage and really communicate well with people but you 
have to take a different attitude and you have to really get in their faces. 
When you're playing in New Values you're right there, you can just be yourself. 
You can go, ok, we're gonna totally destroy. Ii you're on stage, with this 10- 
foot stage you can't go ok, we're gonna destroy, 

That's one thing I don't like about this place; it's too big. 

Yeah, you gotta really kind of exaggerate your thing to the point of sticking 
your face in people's faces and going, HI THERE! We are going to grit and grind 
and destroy and you are going to communicate with me. 

How's it been going so far? 

It's been going pretty good. 

Your on tour right now, I suppose? 

Yeah, we have about 3 more bills left, then we return to Los Angeles. 

Where are you playing next? 

We have a show in Kansas City, then Lincoln, Nebraska, after that. 

Have you played there before? 

Yeah, we've played in both those places. 

How's it been there, audience and such? 

We had a similar type of thing last summer in lansas City at the Fool Killer, 
and I'm not sure what was the trip but there ws, ya know, we deal with hecklers 
the same way they deal with us, which is that ‘hey want to yell something at us 
and which, fo course, bondingly could.make us rell something back at them. 
Well, at least that's involvement on their par. 

I feel if they're gonna communicate with me onthat level, then I can communicate 
back with them, sometimes on a different level, and sometimes I will drop down 
to their level. They're gonna say, ya know, ‘fuck you," I'll say, ya know, 
"think about this one, maybe you suck, too." So that kinda went down at the 
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Fool Killer last summer. A lot of people just relate to us on our level which 
is that we have songs that we get down on various groups that have persecuted 
us but we have a lot of songs that say hey, we wanna play these melodies and 

we want people to bounce up and down. So that's the level we like to be on. 
Yeah, that's the message on your new album, Enjoy!. 

Yeah, enjoy--I go te the show that's what I want to do. I wanna just like bop 
around and get a lot of energy out cuz I have a lot of pent-up agression that 

I wanna get out. 

Exactly, that's why ya go, to get the agression taken out. 

So that's the level we're at, and to drop down to someone else's level like wow, 
we're gonna be punk rock and tell this band that they suck. Well, that's cool 
if that's what you really feel but I saw a lot of people in the front row flip- 
ping me off and saying we suck and then a second later be totally rocking out, 
ya know, what is their trip? Is that their way of saying that they're enjoying 
what's going on? They're getting their signals confused but it's just a bunch 
of communication and I just communicate whatever I feel appropriate-—-spontane- 
gusly--if someone tells me to fuck off I may very well tell them to fuck off. 

I may tell them, ya know, that's your opinion buddy, and I got my opinion. 

I wanted to ask you about "Hürtin Crüe" on your new album... 

It's partially just a joke that we came up with. We were on this tour last 
summer. It just so happens that, in St. Louis, last tour, not in terms of the 
show, cuz we rocked at the show, but before the show we went to this in-store, 
which means you go to a record store to hang out and help promote the record. 
So we go to this in-store: and there's nobody there and nobody even knows we 
exist and it's like’, we're hurtin’ crue. So we just kept saying "hurtin' crue" 
as a phrase, and then I just wrote the song. 

How's your tour been goirg? 

We've been on tour 8 of the last 12 months, and after a while it really starts 
to do strange things to your music. We kind of want to do something really 
mind-boggling within our technique and that's kinda where we're headed. We 
need to get home and get into a different environment rather than playing on the 
road because I personally feel the environment on the road is not conducive in 
terms of my creativity. Because I spend 8 out of 12 months on the road and I 
develop this big thick leather skin all over and I cannot deal or interact with 
the world and I cannot emit any feelings that are inside me because you just get 
numb. All your emotion, all your energy goes into putting out this energy on 
stage and none of it's left over for you to create. So we need to get back to 
L.A., somewhere where we tan really dig into some creation; some kind of pro- 
ductivity in terms.of songs. When we're home we'll play about 5 out of 7 days; 
where we end up practicin3, just doing these totally freeform jams and come out 
with a new album probably early next year. 

Ok, I really appreciate it, thanks a lot! 

Alright, it was cool. 

How ‘bout an address we can reach you at? 

Oh yeah,.if anyone wants to write us, send us little rubber fishing lures in the 


` mail, you çan write to us, c/o the Descendents, P.O. Box 1224, Lomita, Califor- 


nia, 90717. 


